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January 12, 2010 

 
 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 
 
The Committee on Parks and Open Space held a meeting on January 12, 2010, with Chairman Rebekah Gewirtz 
presiding and Committee Member Alderman Maryann Heuston also present and voting.  Also present were Aldermen 
Thomas Taylor and Robert Trane, Administrative Assistant Matt Dias and interested members of the public. 
 
Chairman Gewirtz read the notes of the January 6, 2010 Hodgkins Park informal meeting (attached) into the record. 
 
Alderman Trane stated that the community has had input from the inception of the renovation and noted that Ms. 
Fendell only attended one of the community meetings.  Alderman Trane said that the renovation plan always 
included benches and paths and added that the proposed dugouts are to keep the children safe from foul balls.  The 
size of the concrete pads will be reduced, provided that ADA requirements can still be met.  Chairman Gewirtz 
pointed out that only the two benches on the Simpson Avenue side of the park are at issue and she emphasized the 
need for green space.  Alderman Trane stated, for the record, that everyone involved worked very hard to meet 
everyone’s needs and that there was a great deal of community input. 
 
Alderman Heuston expressed concern regarding the total cost of the project and asked if the water table feature 
would add to the initial cost estimate and what, if any, the environmental impact of this feature would be.  Alderman 
Trane informed the members that the park renovation is being paid for entirely with city funds and also said that the 
outfield of the baseball field would be able to be used as it was in the past when there is no game being played.  
Alderman Heuston spoke about the scheduling of events at the park and suggested that they not go beyond Little 
League games.  Chairman Gewirtz and Alderman Heuston stressed the need for green space at the park and discussed 
the notion of “green roofs”.  Alderman Heuston spoke about how zoning can incentivise green development and she 
suggested that “green roofs” be include in the city’s Code of Ordinances. 
 
Alderman Heuston’s motion that the Commissioner of Public Works, the Water Superintendent and the City 
Engineer review the proposed drainage system for Hodgkins Park prior to and during the reconstruction of the 
park, was approved. 
 
No papers were acted on. 
 
 
 
 
 ________________________________                                                                                
Alderman Rebekah L. Gewirtz, Chairman 
Committee on Parks and Open Space 


